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E
nvironmentalists from ranchers to ecologists always 

knew that little bluestem was important to Kansas.  

���������	
����
���������		��������	����Schizach-
yrium scoparium��������
����������������	����	�	��������

�������������	�����������������	�������!����"#�$%"%���&	�

marked the end of a long but effective lobbying effort that 
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economic and ecological contributions. 
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ing educational materials about little bluestem for use by 
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school children learn about their state grass it will help raise 

awareness to the importance of preserving native grasslands 

and increasing wildlife habitat. 

  The campaign for little bluestem was ultimately 

successful due to partnerships with teachers and school 

children who helped drive the movement to name it as state 
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explained that little bluestem is a drought tolerant native 

perennial and is very nutritious forage.  Chase County 
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The legislators were sold. n
For more information about little bluestem and other 

Kansas native plants, contact the Kansas Native Plant Society 

at R. L. McGregor Herbarium, Bridwell Botany Research 

Laboratory, 2045 Constant Avenue, University of Kansas, 

Lawrence, KS 66047, or visit www.ksnps.org. 
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Painting of little bluestem by Myrna Campbell

Information provided by Shirley Braunlich


