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The mission of the Kansas 

Native Plant Society is to 

encourage awareness and 

appreciation of the native 

plants of Kansas in their habitats and in our 

landscapes by promoting education, stew-

ardship, and scientific knowledge. 

The Kansas Native Plant Society News-

letter is printed four  times a year: Win-

ter (January), Spring (April), Summer 

(July), Fall (October). The deadline for 

submitted material is the 5th of Decem-

ber, March, June and September. 

 

Have you renewed your 

membership in KNPS? 

Check the first line in the 

address to see if you need 

to renew.  

 

òWhere in the World Isó the 2007 KNPS 
Annual Meeting?  

Summer Newslet ter 

CLUES: (1) Weôll see sand dunes (and the plants whose roots stabilize them). 

  (2) The location is central so the travel wonôt be too grueling for most of us. 

 (3) Our headquarters will be at a nature center that has ñover 300 species of   

woody plants, and  hundreds of varieties of birdsò. 

  (4) Weôll also visit a world-class golf course that doubles as a nature preserve. 

       (5) While in the area, you could also visit the Kansas Underground Salt  

Museum. 

         (6) Itôs place where you can meet up with other native plant friends, old and 

new. 

ANSWER: Hutchinson, Kansas, and surrounding area. (Did you figure it out?) 

     During the weekend of September 21 to 23 those attending the annual gathering 
of KNPS members and friends will have the opportunity to experience the unique 

geology and ecology of sand prairies as we tour Dillon Nature Center (clue 3), Sand 
Hills State Park (clue 1), tour and lunch at the historic Prairie Dunes Country Club 
(clue 4), and visit Bethel Collegeôs Sand Prairie Preserve. The 10 to 40 foot high 
dunes are remnants of wind-blown sands from the Arkansas River deposited at the 

end of the Ice Age.  You will also have a chance to see some of your late summer 
favorites  in the woody sites and also the beautiful  grassland prairies in the areas 

between the dunes. 

     The Theme for this yearôs meeting is: ñWildflowers for the Masses.ò Our three 

outstanding guest speakers will reveal three different ways we and others, as part of 
the ñmasses,ò can have greater access to our Kansas plants by: learning more about 
the big picture of ñThe Vegetation of the Great Plains: Places, Processes, and Plantsò 

by Craig Freeman; discovering how to give children an entry way into the natural 
world, including the plants, ñHelping Children Know Wild Placesò by Brad Guhr; 
and getting some help on planting and growing prairie plants in our communities and 

backyards, ñRecipe for a Prairie Gardenò by Scott Voigt. 

     We will have our slightly quirky Silent Auction again.  Last year the contribu-
tions ranged from hand-make paper from plant fibers to an original painting to cook-

ies for the trip home to a special bottle of wine. Go through your plant-related pic-
tures and pick out some to submit to the photo contest.  You will also have free time 
to explore the area, shop and visit, laugh, and share memories and plant hunting tales 

with people who find the same joy in native plants that you do. 

     More information is found on the newsletter inside pages. You will also receive a 
letter with the reservation form for our ñAnnual Wildflower Weekendò or AWW.  
Send your form in and start making your travel and overnight accommodations 

plans.  Itôs going to be ñAWWesome.ò 
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Message from KNPS President by 

KNPS Annual Wildflower Weekend, Hutchinson KS., 

September 21 -23   

By Jeff Hansen 

   Oh boy, I sure do love early summer 

weather.  The past few days have been low 

humidity, cool nights, and a nice mix of 

clouds and sun.  Just yesterday I was col-

lecting the seeds for the Millenium Seed 

project and I came upon three fritillary 

butterflies on one purple milkweed bloom.  

The contrasting orange and purple was 

incredible.  Iôm really enjoying the white 

flowers that seem to predominate this sea-

son on the prairie.  There is showy evening 

primrose, white wild indigo, prairie lark-
spur, and the beardtongues.  Hope you all 

are out enjoying all the blooms. 

   Last weekend I attended the Wilson 

County Wildflower Tour.  What really 

amazed me was how interested the people 

in my group were about each plant.  They 

wanted to know how to identify every sin-

gle plant.  This experience reiterated to me 
that we need more education on plants for 

the general public.  People do want to 

know more.  And this yearôs annual meet-

ing which takes place under our newly 

coined name ñAnnual Wildflower Week-

endò will deliver this information. 

   We always called the big KNPS week-

end of events when we hold our general 

membership meeting the ñAnnual Meet-

ing.ò  Well, to most, meetings are boring.  

KNPS is not boring: our Annual Meeting 

isnôt boring; therefore we wanted the name 

to match the event. 

   I want everyone to bring at least one 

item to the silent auction and one picture 

for the photo contest.  Everyone loves see-

ing pictures of plants from around the state 

and you should show off your work.  The 

more things we have on the auction, the 

more fun we have.  And the weekend is 

filled with fun.  You will learn a lot, but 

mostly its just fun fun fun.  And we all 

learn more when we are enjoying our-

selves. 

   So plan on attending our 2007 Wild-

flower Weekend.  Also, I want everyone to 

start thinking about where they want to 

hold the 2008 Annual Wildflower Week-

end.  Does your town want to host us? 

Theme:  ñWildflowers for the Masses!ò 

Friday, September 21 

2:00 pm Fall Board Meeting (Board members only) 

3:00 pm All attendees meet at Dillon Nature Center, 3002 E. 30th 

Ave.   Phone:  620-663-7411 

3:15 pm Presentation: Dillon Nature Center ï Jim Smith 

3:30 pm Tour the Nature Center 

5:00-6:00 pm Free time (Check into lodging - see suggested  

  list on following pages) 

6:15 pm Dinner at Grand Prairie Hotel, 1400 N. Lorraine Street

 Phone: 620-669-9311 

7:30 pm Presentation: ñThe Vegetation of the Great Plains: 

Places, Processes, and Plantsò by Craig Freeman 

8:30 pm End 

Saturday, September 22   Dillon Nature Center  (3002 E. 30th 

Ave.) 

8:00 am Registration.  Coffee, juice, and rolls. 

Set up Silent Auction 

Set up Photo Contest. 

Set up merchandise displays. 

 

9:00 am Annual Business Meeting:  President Jeff Hansen. 

Past Accomplishments.  Future Plans. 

10:00 am   Awards.  Election of new KNPS Board members. 

10:30 am   Refreshment break.  Silent Auction continues. 

10:45 am   Presentation: ñHelping Children Know Wild Placesò 

by Brad Guhr 

11:15 am Presentation: ñRecipe for a Prairie Gardenò by Scott 

Voigt 

11:45 am   Break 

12:00 noon Lunch at Dillon Nature Center 

1:30 pm     Caravan to Sand Hills State Park 

3:30 pm     Exploration, shopping, and dinner on your own. 

Sunday, September 23 

10:00 am    Meet at Prairie Dunes Country Club, 4812 E 30th 

Ave. Phone: 620-662-0581 

12:00 noon  Lunch at the Prairie Dunes Country Club 

2:00 pm     Tour Bethel Collegeôs Sand Prairie Preserve (about 

20 miles east of Hutchinson) 
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Annual Wildflower Weekend  Continued  

Hotel Room Blocks 

The following hotels have reserved blocks 

of rooms for our members.  Please mention 

this when making reservations. 

Room Block Hotels 

Americaôs Best Value Inn (20 rooms) 
Single - $55 
Double - $60 
620-662-6394 
1315 E. 11th 
Hutchinson, KS 
 
Hampton Inn (18 rooms) 
$89.95 
620-665-9800 
1401 ½ E. 11th 
Hutchinson, KS 
 
Comfort Inn (22 rooms) 
$89.95 
620-663-7822 
1621 Super Plaza 
Hutchinson, KS 
 
Microtel Inn & Suites (10 rooms) 
$69.95 
620-665-3700 
1420 N. Lorraine 
Hutchinson, KS 
 
Grand Prairie Hotel (20 rooms) 
$89.00 
866-577-7527 
1400 N. Lorraine Street 
Hutchinson, KS 

Other Hotel Options 

Holiday Inn Express  
620-669-5200 
1601 Super Plaza 
Hutchinson, KS 
 
Best Western Sun Dome 
620-663-4444 
11 Des Moines 
South Hutchinson, KS 
 
Econo Lodge 
620-663-1211 
15 E. 4th 
Hutchinson, KS 
 
Scotsman Inn 
620-669-8281 
322 E. 4th 
Hutchinson, KS  
 

 

Bed & Breakfasts 

Elisha House 
620-669-0856 
100 Crescent Boulevard 
Hutchinson, KS 
 
Prairie Moon  
620-662-8343 
1403 N. Main 
Hutchinson, KS 
 
The Painted Garden 
620-665-6100 
408 E. 1st Ave 
Hutchinson, KS 

Hutchinson Attractions 

Kansas Underground Salt Museum 

Kansas Cosmosphere and Space Center 

Historic Fox Theatre 

Dillon Nature Center 

Carey Park 

Hutchinson Zoo 

Hedricks Exotic Animal Farm 

Hutchinson Art Center 

Kansas Kids Museum 

Kansas Splashdown Indoor Water Park 

Reno County Museum 

Salt City Splash Aquatic Center 

Photo Contest 

The Photo Contest is the perfect opportunity 

to show off your photography. 

Rules 

1. Photo submissions are accepted from 

KNPS members only. 

2. The subject of all entries must be native 
plant species or native landscapes in the                 

state of Kansas. 

3. Two entries per category per KNPS mem-

ber are allowed. 

4. Photos may be in color or black and white. 

5. Photos should range in size from 4ò x 5ò 

to 8ò x 10ò. 

6. Each photo must be mounted on poster 
board. Matting is optional. No frames,                     

please. 

7. Each photo must have a label with the 

following information: 

 Category (see below) 

 Photographerôs Name and City 
             

Title of photo (include plant species name, if 
applicable) 

            Location where photo was taken 
            Camera type (e.g. SLR, digital 

8.  Photographs will be judged according  to 

the following criteria: Composition, 

            Sharpness, Exposure, Color, Appro-

priateness to category, Presentation, 

Full label information 

9.  Digital photographs that are cropped or 

enhanced must be indicated as such. 

10. Bring your photos to the Annual Meet-

ing.  Do not send photos to KNPS. 

11. Categories 

      Trilogy : three photos of the same species 

showing different stages of the 
plant (i.e. of the flower, fruit, 

and whole plant ï all matted 

together). 

      Flora:  a photo of a whole plant or plant 

part.  Examples: flower, fruit 

seed, leaf, bark, or bud. 

      Fauna:  a photo of animals using native 

plants. Examples: larva eating a 
plant, birds eating seeds, insects 

pollinating native flowers. 

      People:  a photo of people enjoying na-
tive plants and their habitats.  

Examples: people at a KNPS 

outing, people enjoying a favor-

ite bloom. 

      Scenery:  a photo of a native landscape 

such as a prairie, woodland, or 
wetland.  Examples: fire in the 

Flint Hills, sunrise on the wet-

lands. 

      Landscaping:  a photo of native plants 

used in a landscape created by 
people.  Examples: your favor-

ite garden. 

Poster 

Every member is entitled to a 2ô by 3ô 
KNPS Wildflower Poster. If you do not yet 

have your poster, pick it up at registration. 

Silent Auction 

The Silent auction fundraiser will be held 

during the business meeting Saturday 

morning, September 22.  Proceeds will  
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Events Continued  

benefit the programs of KNPS.  Bring a 

few items to donate to the auction and help 

KNPS prosper.  Items such as artwork, 

crafts, books, posters, apparel, jellies, 

cookies, breads are just a few of the items 
that would be appropriate.  This activity 

ends up being a good mixer for the mem-

bers and there is always some aggressive 

bidding on certain items. 

From Dried Plants to Paper 
By Vondie OôConner 

     On April 22, KNPS President Jeff Han-

sen taught a class of eager students the fine 

art of making paper from native plant ma-

terial. We met Sunday morning at the Kar-

lyle Woods campus of Washburn Univer-

sity in Topeka, a beautiful, secluded cam-

pus once owned by the Menninger family 

and now used as a biology laboratory. Jeff 

began the session with a discussion of the 

history of papermaking and how the proc-
ess evolved over time. Next we learned the 

actual process of making paper in general 

and talked about the tools and chemicals 

needed for the process. Jeff shared his ex-

perience of the native plants that he had 

used most successfully and showed beauti-

ful examples of many of the papers he had 

made with various stems, leaves, and seeds 

of plants harvested from the prairie. 

     Each student selected a plant to work 

with and we began the process of making 

our own paper. Thanks to Jeff and a few of 

the students who had brought a variety of 

dried native plants, we had a good variety 

of plant material from which to choose. 

The first step was to cut the plants into 1 

inch pieces, add this to a solution of so-
dium carbonate, and then bring the mixture 

to a boil on stoves set up outside. It was a 

beautiful sunny day, so while the plant 

material was cooking, Jeff led a nature 

walk to identify spring wildflowers on the 

campus, and to point out the unfortunate 

results of the introduction of non-native 

plants, such as imported honeysuckle, and 

their effect on the habitat. We returned to 

the lab, had a quick lunch, and then began 

processing our respective plants. 

     The boiled material had to be thor-

oughly rinsed to remove all of the sodium 

carbonate, and then depending on the 

plant, had to be pounded with a rubber 

mallet to further break down the stem fi-

ber, and processed in a blender to separate 

the material even further. The resulting 
fiber was suspended in a tray of water.  

Jeff brought several different sized screens 

and frames (called deckles and molds) 

used to catch the water-suspended fiber in 

thin sheets that were then transferred to 

pieces of cloth (called felts).  With a little 

practice, all of us mastered the process. 

The sheets of fiber and felt were stacked 

and put into a press to remove much of the 

water. After a few minutes, the stack was 

removed from the press, and the individual 

felts were separated to dry a little.   Fi-
nally, when it was dry enough to work 

with, we peeled the paper off of the felt 

and laid it out to dry. It was amazing to see 

our resulting papers of golden rod, false 

indigo, and little bluestem, among others. 

     When all was said and done, we had 

learned a little bit about an amazing craft 

from a great teacher, had observed several 

beautiful wildflowers and abundant wild-

life, and had enjoyed great fellowship with 

nice and interesting people.  What a great 

way to spend a day. 

Civic Improvement Club Blossoms 

Out 

By Evelyn Reed 

     Phyllis Scherich gave a Power Point 

presentation about wildflowers at the April 

10, 2007, meeting of the Civic Improve-

ment Club in Comanche County. She 

showed slides of at least 135 plants, mostly 

flowering, to ten members and one guest in 

a very appropriate setting, the rural home 

of hostess June Kliesen. Members an-
swered roll call by sharing what their fa-

vorite wildflower is. Some didn't know the 

name of the flower they liked, but did find 

out what it was from the program. 

     All of the flowers shown are present on 

the Merrill Ranch where Phyllis lives. 
Most of them are desirable plants, but 

some of those shown are considered as less 

desirable.  These include silky locoweed, 

common dandelion, field bindweed, 

prickly pear cactus, hedge bindweed, buf-

falo gourd, cocklebur, buffalo bur. 

     Some of the plants are found infre-

quently, if ever, in other parts of Kansas. 

These include Oklahoma phlox, blue fun-

nel lily, narrow-leaf globe mallow, and 

Texas scorpion weed.  Plants that have 

medicinal uses include Black Sampson 

(narrow leaf coneflower),  scientific name 

Echinacea augustifolia. It is still used to 

ward off colds. The root contains pain-
reducing compounds, and chewing a small 

portion will numb the tongue. Native 

Americans used this plant to treat tooth-

aches, sore throats, mumps, wounds, and 

burns. 

     Many of the plants are edible, but one 

should be sure they have the right plant, 

and also that it hasn't been sprayed or sub-

jected to other undesirable compounds. 

The common dandelion leaves are used in 

salads, and wine is made from other parts 

of the plant. The roots of western salsify 

can be eaten, also the roots of purple 

poppy mallow.  Both the fruits and leaf 

pads of prickly pear cactus can be used--
minus the prickly spines, of course!  Blos-

soms of the yucca, or small soap weed are 

used in salads, and the green seed pods of 

the Devil's claw  are sometimes pickled. 

     Roadsides are obvious places where 

wildflowers are found. The practice of 

spraying to kill weeds destroys the lovely 

wildflowers as well as the weeds. If you 

know of places where there are colonies of 

wildflowers in the right-of-way along your 

property, you can request that the area not 

be sprayed. Mowing also inhibits growth 

and propagation of wildflowers. 

Presentations  

The plant/paper drying.  It was interesting to 
see the fibers dried to paper. Jeff  Hen-
sen made the afternoon very fun and 
interesting for us all.  

Photo by Vondie OôConnor  



By Gina Thompson  

     The Wilson County 12th Annual Wildflower Tour was 

held on Saturday, June 2nd at a remote location a few miles 

south of Coyville, Kansas.  The wildflowers were diverse 
and abundant with over 55 plants identified and flagged. 

Favorites included the prickly Catclaw Sensitive Brier, 

Scurfpea, and Pale-Spike Lobelia to name a few. Two 
"mystery" plants were also included in the tour, as was a 

burnt cedar tree, noted in the flower guide as a landowner's 

favorite type of cedar.  Also noted was where a large hay 
bale had rested too long, causing the native plants to be 

smaller in size and less diverse then other areas of the 

meadow. 

     Approximately 60 people of all ages attended and en-

joyed the wildflower tour which included a continental 
breakfast and a picnic lunch. Though the possibility of rain 

was forecast, the day 
was sunny and warm.  

The Conservation Aux-

iliary and the Wilson 

County Conservation 
District were thanked 

by participants for co-

hosting another well-
planned and successful 

wildflower tour. 

Wilson County Annual Wildflower Tour  

By Iralee Barnard 

     Eight KNPS volunteers participated in the NPS 
"Wildflower Weekend" at Tallgrass Prairie National Pre-

serve June 9 and 10. Guided prairie walks, prairie bus 

tours, paper making and plant dying demonstrations were 

part of the program. Wildflowers were showy and abundant 
on the nature trail.  Butterfly milkweed was the favorite.  

Several people commented on how much they enjoyed the 

activities. Planning has already begun for 2008, but the date 

may be changed. Watch for announcements.  

Tallgrass Prairie òWildflower Weekendó 

By Phyllis Scherich 

Spring Up With Wildflowers was the theme of the May 
12 Barber County Wildflower Tour. After breakfast of 

homemade cinnamon rolls, fresh fruit and coffee and a 

slide show featuring local wildflowers, all loaded onto 

buses for a tour into the Gyp Hills southwest of Medicine 
Lodge. Leaders for the event, 

organized by the Barber 

County conservation district, 
were Harold Kline, Dr. Melvin 

Conrad, Dr. Stephen Timme, 

and Glen Snell. The beautiful 
spring weather provided the 

numerous participants with a 

wonderful display of early 

spring wildflowers. During the 
morning stop, 32 wildflowers 

were identified including scar-

let globemallow, prairie 
groundsel, cobea penstemon, 

rabbit tobacco, and Lambertôs crazy-

weed. A special ñfindò was the ñtrue leafò stage of the 
prickly pear cactus. They were narrowly oblong, succulent, 

and had a fleshy color. The tiny cactus pads were just 

emerging.  

Lunch featured BBQ beef sandwiches, potato salad, 

baked beans and pie. Break-time entertainment consisted of 
two readings, which the performer 

will take to a national competition. 

The afternoon stop showcased 30 

more wildflowers including the 

wild blue indigo, white-bract hy-
menopappus, small soapweed, blue 

funnel lily, citron and downy 

paintbrush, and yellow flax. Bo-

nuses on the way home included 
watching the Larson Trail Riders 

as they returned from a day of rid-

ing and spotting a large group of 
the pink pincushion cactus bloom-

ing brightly along the roadside. 

Barber County Wildflower Tour  

Jeff Hansen was 

one of the guides at 

the tour. 

Photo by Donna 

Gallon 

Group at Barber County Tour 

Photo by Phyllis Scherich 




